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SUBJECT: LABOR: VENEZUELA'S PRESIDENT CALDERA OPTS OUT OF ILO RACE 
REFERENCE: CARACAS 10285 

1. PRESIDENT CALDERA STATED IN HIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED PRESS 
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CONFERENCE ON DECEMBER 13 THAT HE "WILL NOT LEAVE VENEZUELA" 
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AFTER HIS TERM OF OFFICE EXPIRES AS HE HAS A CONTINUING DUTY TO 
LEAD THE COPEI PARTY. CALDERA'S STATEMENT FOLLOWED THE COPEI 
ADMINISTRATION’S SURPRISINGLY HEAVY DEFEAT IN THE DECEMBER 9 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS. AFTER TURNING OVER OFFICE IN MARCH 1974 
CALDERA WILL BECOME A SENATOR WITH LIFETIME TENURE. A POSITION 
FROM WHICH HE OBVIOUSLY EXPECTS TO REVITALIZE THE COPEI PARTY 
AND EXERCISE A LEADING ROLE IN VENEZUELA'S POLITICAL LIFE. 

2. CALDERA'S PUBLIC DECLARATION WOULD INDICATE HE HAS DECIDED 
AGAINST TRYING FOR THE POSITION OF DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE ILO. 
MCCLINTOCK 
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